Jlulnt  (Tarter  <0rxJfrm 
Ithuraj 

Pmem  linUm'attxr 


A 

POLITICAL  ESSAY 

UPON  THE 

fr 

E NG  LIS  H 


AND 

F 

R 

E  N 

C  H 

C 

O 

L  O  N  I 

E  S. 

[  Price  Sixpence.  1 


POLITICAL  ESSAY 


UPON  THE 


ENGLISH 


0 

AND 

F 

R 

E  N 

C 

H 

C 

O 

LON 

I  N 

I  E 

S 

Northern  and  Southern  America , 
,  Confidered  in  a  New  L  i  g  h  t. 


By  a  PATRIOT. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  G.  Wood  fall,  at  the  King’  r*  Arms , 
the  Corner  of  Craig’s -Court,  Charing- Crofs ;  and 
at  his  Shop  in  the  Court  of  Requeft.  1760, 


This  ESSAY 

fs  addreffed,  with  Refpedt  and  Zeal, 

i,  ? 

T  O 

ihe  Right  Honourable 

The  EARL  of  HALLIFAXi 

Firfl  Lord  Commiffioner  of  Trade  and  Plantations* 


And  one  of  His  M  A  J  E  STY’s 
iN'Ioft  Honourable  Privy  C  o  u  k  c  i  ju 


A 

POLITICAL  ESSAY 

UPON  THE 

ENGLISH 


AND 


french 

COLONIES. 


HE  Northern  Colonies, 

/ 

from  their  Extent,  Po¬ 
pulation,  and  Situation, 
are  the  mod;  proper  to  allure  to 

Europe 
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Europe  the  Empire  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

If  the  Southern  Colonies  pro¬ 
duce  the  mod  precious  Com¬ 
modities,  the  Northern  Colonies 
produce  tiie  mod  necedary  Com¬ 
modities.  1  he  Colonies  of  the 

South-  have  mod  commercial  Va¬ 
lue,  the  Colonies  of  the  North 
have  mod  political  Value. 


The  Fird  are  cultivated  with 
a  leder  Number  of  Men,  and 
produce  more  rapid  Profits  : 

They 
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They  are,  therefore,  fitted  for 
the  Nations  of  Europe ,  whofe 
authorized  Luxury  requires  the 
mod  fertile  Sources  for  an  im¬ 
mediate  Opulency,  and  whofe 
Population  can  the  lead  fupply 
the  Wants  of  the  Colony,  pro¬ 
vided  the  Nation  has  Occafion 
for  her  own  Subjects  in  Europe , 
to  cultivate  her  Lands. 

The  Laffc  are  the  moft  fuitable 
to  the  Nations  in  Europe ,  which 
are  the  lead  diftant,  and  want 
People  to  extend  their  Com¬ 


merce, 


merce ,  and  augment  their 


The  Nation  which  podefles 

t 

the  Southern  Colonies,  will  be¬ 
come  the  mod;  opulent  in  nu- 
merary  Productions.  The  Na¬ 
tion  which  pofTelTes  the  Northern 
Colonies,  will  become  the  mod; 
formidable  in  its  Navy.  The 
one  will  increafe  its  Revenues, 
the  other  will  multiply  its  Ships. 
But  if  the  one  or  the  other 
abules  of  its  Forces  received 

from  their  Colonies  3  or,  if  the 

Colonies 
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Colonies  themfelves  even  happen 
to  vie,  and  try  their  reciprocal 
Strength  with  each  other-,  it  is 
evident,  and  inconteftable,  that 
the  political  Force  of  the  Northern 
Colonies,  will  deftroy  the  opu¬ 
lent  Force  of  the  Southern  Colo¬ 
nies  ;  that  the  Equilibre  necef- 
fary  to  the  mutual  Confervation 
will  be  overturned,  and  the  Ba¬ 
lance  will  incline  to  the  North 
of  America.  To  preferve,  there¬ 
fore,  this  Equilibre,  fo  important 
for  the  Tranquillity  and  Peace 
of  the  Colonies,  thofe  of  the 
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South  mu  ft  have  fome  Refources 
in  the  North,  which  comuenfate 
their  natural  Weak  n  els  •  and  con- 
fequently,  that  the  Nation  which 
pofteffes  them  may  have  Settle¬ 
ments  in  the  North,  which  can 
protect  thole  in  the  South. 


The  relative  Value  of  Colo¬ 
nics  may,  and  ought  to  be  ap¬ 
preciated  upon  thefe  Principles  : 
That  is  to  fay,  their  Value  of 
Conveniences,,,  and  of  Compa¬ 
nion.  But  as  to  their  real  and 
able  lute  Value  for  their  Mother- 

Country 


Big 
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or  the 


Country  and  Metropolis  in 
rope,  it  miift  be  efti  mated  ac¬ 
cording;  to  the  Domination  or 

Power  which  the  Mothcr-Coun- 

*  •' 

try,  or  Metropolis,  can  exert 
there  ;  according;  to  the  Fertility 
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Soil,  the  Nature  or  the 
Productions,  the  Security  of  their 
Exportations  to  th 
-Country,  or  Metropolis ;  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Population  and  Em  ¬ 
ployment  of  the  Colonies,  the 
Eafe  and  Conveniency  of  recal¬ 
ling  them,  to  their  Mother-Coun- 
:  try  ;  in  a  Word,  according  to 


the  Facilities  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  finds  to  exert  its  Influence 
in  the  Colony.  As  all  thefe  Ad¬ 
vantages  refult  principally  from 
the  Proximity  between  the  Mo¬ 
ther-Country,  or  Metropolis,  in 
Europe  and  the  Colony,  the 
greateft  Value  of  the  Colony  can 
only  be  calculated  from  their 
leaft  Diftance  ;  and,  confequent- 
ly,  the  Influence  more  or  lels 
great  of  Colonies,  for  the  general 
Equilibre  of  European  Powers. 
This  leaft  Diftance  becomes, 
therefore,  the  only  Sign  of  the 

real 
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real  Value  of  Colonies  for  Eu¬ 
rope. 

The  Southern  Colonies  are  at 
the  greatefl  Di fiance  from  Eu¬ 
rope  ■  Population  is  weak  there ; 
the  Soil  is  foon  exhaufted  ;  their 
real  Value,  therefore,  neceffarily 
diminifhes. 

In  the  Northern  Colonies,  Po  - 
pulation  is  more  prolific  ;  the 
alimentary  Productions  more 
abundant ;  their  Diflance  from 
Europe  is  lefs.  Thefe  Advan- 

-  tages 
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tages  in  combining  themfelves, 
give  to  their  Produ&ions  a  Cha¬ 
racter  or  Perpetuity,  and  open 
to  them  a  View  of  Proorefhon, 

O  * 

and  of  Improvement,  of  which 

x  7 

the  Southern  Productions  are  not 
fufceptible. 

•-  -•  t  -4  ^ »  m  p  • 

The  Northern  Colonies  have 
therefore  indifputably  a  real  abfo- 
lute  Value,  which  the  Opulency 
of  the  Southern  Colonies  balances 

A  A 

very  imperfectly,  even  in  their 
created;  Splendor.  From  whence 

O  1 

proceeds,  that  the  Southern  Co¬ 
lonies 
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lonies  may  be  compared  only 
to  an  Eftate  for  Life,  or  to  a 
Kind  of  Emphytheofe  ;  blit  the 
Northern  Colonies  may  be  con- 
lid  ered  as  the  natural  Patrimony 
of  Europe ,  and  the  Refource  of 
its  People  ;  if  the  Duration  of  a 
general  Peace,  and  of  a  good 
Government,  favours  fufhciently 
Population,  as  to  become  onerous 
to  the  Mother-Country  in  Eu~ 
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